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APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL
TO MERGE OR CONSOLIDATE

Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 16 of the Pennsylvania Banking Code of 1965, as amended, and for the purpose of merging or consolidating with the institution stated below, the undersigned institution hereby submits this application:

Name of applicant institution and address of principal place of business:
[bookmark: Text1]     
     
     
     
     
Name of merging or consolidating institution and address of principal place of business:
     
     
     
     
     
Name of resulting institution and address of principal place of business:
     
     
     
     
     
Anticipated effective date of proposed transaction:

     

Representative to be contacted for questions related to this application:

Name:	     	Telephone:	     


Title:	     	Facsimile:	     
	     

Address:	     	E-Mail:	     
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APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL
TO MERGE OR CONSOLIDATE
(continued)

Supporting Documentation

The following documentation should be annexed to this application in the form of attachments:

A.	Executed Articles of Merger or Consolidation.

B.	Executed Plan of Merger or Consolidation or Agreement to Merge or Consolidate, approved by the Board of Directors or Trustees of each institution involved in the proposed transaction.

C.	Statement of reasons why the proposed transaction will be in the public interest.  (Refer to Section 1604(a)(iv) of the Banking Code of 1965.)

D.	List of all existing branches operated by each institution involved in the proposed transaction, indicating any branches that will be discontinued as a result of the merger or consolidation.

E.	Detailed list of all capital stock acquisitions by the merging or consolidating institution’s directors, officers, employees, and attorneys from the date the proposed transaction was first brought to the attention of and considered by the Board of Directors.

F.	For each institution involved in the proposed transaction, a copy of the meeting notice and proxy material sent to the shareholders or the Consent of the Sole Shareholder evidencing approval of the merger or consolidation.

G.	If the name of the resulting institution will not be identical to the name of one of the institutions involved in the merger or consolidation, or if an interim institution will be incorporated in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to facilitate the proposed transaction, a copy of the document indicating such name has been reserved with the Department of State.

H.	Copy of the Interagency Bank Merger Act Application filed with the appropriate federal regulator.


APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL
TO MERGE OR CONSOLIDATE
(continued)

Certificate of Official of Applicant Institution

I, (Name of Officer), (Title of Officer) of this institution, do hereby certify that the information contained herein and contained in the attachments hereto is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief and is submitted to the Department of Banking and Securities for the purpose of requesting approval to merge or consolidate as required under the provisions of Chapter 16 of the Banking Code of 1965.



	__________________________________________
	Signature of Officer

	(Date)
	__________________________________________
	Date of Application



__________________________________________	__________________________________________
Signature of Witness	Signature of Witness

(Name and Title of Witness)	(Name and Title of Witness)
__________________________________________	__________________________________________
Name and Title of Witness	Name and Title of Witness
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APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL
TO MERGE OR CONSOLIDATE

Instructions

Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 16 of the Pennsylvania Banking Code of 1965, as amended, a merger or consolidation that will result in a Pennsylvania state-chartered institution must be approved by the Department of Banking and Securities.  Under federal law, such mergers and consolidations also require the approval of the federal agencies engaged in supervision of the merging or consolidating institutions.

The Application for Approval to Merge or Consolidate must be used to request Department of Banking and Securities approval; a copy of the Interagency Bank Merger Act Application should be included as an attachment.

Confidential documentation submitted to the Department of Banking and Securities must be clearly marked “Confidential” and must be bound separately from all non-confidential documentation.

Please mail the original and one copy of the completed application and supporting documentation to:

Pennsylvania Department of Banking and Securities
Corporate Applications Division
17 North Second Street, Suite 1300
Harrisburg, PA 17101-2290

Application Fee

A check in the amount of $4,000.00, payable to the Pennsylvania Department of Banking and Securities, must be submitted with the application.  If more than two institutions will be involved in the merger or consolidation (other than an interim institution incorporated solely to facilitate the proposed transaction), the application fee is $4,000.00 plus $1,000.00 for each additional institution (for example, $5,000.00 for merger or consolidation of three institutions).

Upon completion of any necessary on-site or field investigation by the Department of Banking and Securities, the cost of such investigation may be billed to the applicant institution.

In addition, a check for the fee required to file Articles of Merger or Consolidation, payable to the Pennsylvania Department of State, should also be submitted to the Department of Banking and Securities with the application.  The fee for filing Articles of Merger or Consolidation is $70.00 plus $40.00 for each institution involved in the transaction (for example, $150.00 for merger or consolidation of two institutions).  If the merger or consolidation will involve multiple steps, a separate filing fee check must be submitted for each Articles of Merger or Consolidation document that will be necessary to effect the proposed transaction.


Date of Filing of Application

The date the application is received by the Department of Banking and Securities will be regarded as the date the application is filed.

However, if all requested data is not provided, the application will be considered incomplete and will be returned to the applicant institution or held by the Department of Banking and Securities for additional information, which will defer the date of filing to the date on which the required documentation is received.

Articles of Merger or Consolidation

As required by Section 1603(f) of the Banking Code of 1965, the Articles of Merger or Consolidation must be signed by two duly authorized officers of each institution involved in the proposed transaction, under their respective seals, and must contain:

1.	The names of the parties to the plan and of the resulting institution;
2.	The location (including county) and post office address of the principal place of business of each;
3.	The votes by which the plan was adopted and the time, place, and notice of each meeting in connection with such adoption;
4.	The names and addresses of the first directors or trustees of the resulting institution;
5.	In the case of a merger, any amendment of the Articles of the resulting institution;
6.	In the case of a consolidation, the provisions required in Articles of Incorporation of a new institution pursuant to clauses (iii), (iv), (v), (viii), and (ix) of Subsection 1004(b) of the Banking Code of 1965; and
7.	The plan of merger or consolidation.

If the Articles of Merger or Consolidation are not executed prior to filing the application, they should be attached to the application in draft form and the executed Articles of Merger or Consolidation should be submitted to the Department of Banking and Securities as soon as they are available.

Reservation of Name

If the name of the resulting institution will not be identical to the name of one of the institutions involved in the merger or consolidation, the proposed name must be reserved with the Department of State.

The name of any interim institution that will be incorporated in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to facilitate the proposed transaction must also be reserved with the Department of State.

A name containing the words “bank” or “trust” will not be reserved without proof that the Department of Banking and Securities does not object to use of the name.  Therefore, reservation of the proposed name must be accomplished in two steps:

1.	Submit a written request to the Department of Banking and Securities for a letter of non-objection regarding use of the proposed name.  If the proposed name is not objectionable, a letter will be issued to the applicant institution.

2.	Submit a written request to the Department of State for reservation of the proposed name; attach the letter of non-objection issued by the Department of Banking and Securities.

A copy of the document indicating the name has been reserved with the Department of State should be submitted to the Department of Banking and Securities with the Application for Approval to Merge or Consolidate.  If this document is not available prior to filing the application, it should be submitted to the Department of Banking and Securities as soon as it is received.

Publication Requirement

Pursuant to Section 503.E of the Department of Banking Code, the Application for Approval to Merge or Consolidate is subject to a 30-day comment period.

Simultaneously with the filing of the application with the Department of Banking and Securities, the applicant institution must have a notice of filing published in a format similar to the sample on the following page.

The notice of filing must appear once in a newspaper of general circulation published in the county or counties in which the principal place of business of each institution involved in the merger or consolidation is located.

The original, notarized proof of publication of the required notice must be received by the Department of Banking and Securities within 15 calendar days of receipt of the application for the filing to be considered complete.

APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL
TO MERGE OR CONSOLIDATE

Notice to be Published in a Newspaper of General Circulation

NOTICE OF FILING AN APPLICATION

Notice is hereby given that on [Date], [Name of Applicant Institution], with its principal place of business located at [Address, County], filed with the Pennsylvania Department of Banking and Securities, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 16 of the Banking Code of 1965, as amended, an application for approval to [merge/consolidate] with

[Name of Merging or Consolidating Institution]

of [City, County, State],

under the charter of [Name of Applicant Institution].

The corporate title of the resulting institution will be [Name of Resulting Institution].

All interested persons may file comments regarding this application, in writing, with the Pennsylvania Department of Banking and Securities, Corporate Applications Division, 17 North Second Street, Suite 1300, Harrisburg, PA 17101-2290.

In order to be considered, comments regarding this application must be received by the Department of Banking and Securities no later than thirty (30) days after the date that notice of the filing of this application is published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.  Publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin may or may not appear contemporaneously with this notice.  Please check the Pennsylvania Bulletin Web site at www.pabulletin.com to determine the due date for filing comments.


APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL
TO MERGE OR CONSOLIDATE

Branch Discontinuance

If any branches of the institutions involved in the proposed transaction will be discontinued as a result of the merger or consolidation, the applicant institution should indicate the discontinuance in the supporting documentation submitted with the application.  It is not necessary to submit a separate Notice to Discontinue a Branch.

Public Notice to be Posted for Depositors

Pursuant to Section 905(e) of the Banking Code of 1965, if the application is approved, the applicant institution will be required to provide public notice of the discontinuance of all branches that will be discontinued as a result of the merger or consolidation.  The public notice, in the form of the sample below, should be posted at each branch office for at least 30 days prior to discontinuance.



[INSTITUTION’S LETTERHEAD]

====================================================================



TO OUR DEPOSITORS:



NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to the provisions of the Pennsylvania Banking Code of 1965, the Pennsylvania Department of Banking and Securities does not object to the discontinuance of this branch, the address of which is [Address of Branch].

Effective on [Date], all operations presently conducted at this office will be transferred to the branch of [Name of Resulting Institution] located at [Address of Branch].


			                  [Signature]               	

	Date	[Name and Title of Officer]
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